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Ernest Hemingway 

Dear Editor, 

FREEDOM’S December 1985 article 
on “Ernest Hemingway’s Last Stand” 
may have contributed to the identifica- 
tion of a possible CIA “asset.” 

On page 3 of the article it states that the 
electric shock treatment of Hemingway 
(which may have wrecked his ability to 
write and could have contributed to his 
suicide) was administered “under the 
care of psychiatrist Howard Rome in the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.” 
That should have been around early 
1961, judging from the FBI document 
you published on page 6. 

By September 1964, as the Warren 
Commission was wrapping up its pack- 
age in time for publication during Lyn- 
don Johnson’s campaign for re-election. 
Dr. Rome was a senior consultant at the 
Mayo Clinic. In that capacity, he pro- 
vided the Warren Commission with a 
12-page posthumous psychoanalysis of 
Lee Oswald — a man whom he had never 
seen. It was one of the last exhibits filed 
and would appear to have been obtained 
and inserted just prior to the printing 
deadline in order to mask one of the 
major holes still remaining in the official 
fiction: Oswald’s motivation. 

The thrust of Dr. Rome’s evaluation 
was that Oswald’s spelling problem was 
not inconsistent with his having mur- 
dered the president of the U nited States. 

Years later, in the investigation by the 
House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions, former W arren Commission coun- 
sel Wesley Liebeler was called as a wit- 
ness, purportedly as part of the commit- 
tee’s inquiry into the W arren Commission 
operation. 

During the course of his testimony, he 
was allowed to introduce as evidence a 
copy of his memorandum to the effect 
that Rome had “stated his opinion that 
the frustration, which may have resulted 
from Oswald’s reading-spelling difficulty, 
gave an added impetus to his need to 
prove to the world that he was an unrec- 
ognized ‘great man.’” 

Such evidence would have been quite 
inadmissible in any court where there 
was a minimal concern for justice for the 
individual on trial. It was flagrantly pre- 
judicial, it was wildly immaterial and 
irrelevant (as was most of the “evidence” 
presented against the scapegoat) and it 
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was secondhand hearsay at best. 

It seems to me that Rome’s emergence 
(following the Hemingway matter) dur- 
ing the critical, final hours of the Warren 
Commission and his re-emergence (by 
proxy) before the House Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations to renew the artful 
discreditatlon of the scapegoat raise a 
variety of interesting questions. 

One cannot ignore the fact that it is just 
possible that Dr. Rome might have been 
functioning all along primarily as an 
agency “asset.” 

The enormous proliferation of CIA 
“assets” throughout the United States — 
made possible because special legislation 
makes the CIA free from accountability 
for the money it spends — is far and away 
the single most dangerous part of the 
agency’s domestic operation. 

Those men who function clandestinely 
as CIA assets will do anything and help 
destroy anyone for a share of the CIA’s 
cornucopia. ■ T o give but one .example, 
consider how successful the media and 
“journalistic author” assets have been in 
giving life to the two remaining scape- 
goats in the JFK assassination — Fidel 
Castro and organized crime. 

Jim Garrison 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Thank you for your letter, and for a 
copy of Rome’s analysis. One could not 
help but notice that Rome himself is cul- 
pable on exactly the same grounds he 
condemns Oswald: misspelling. On page 
11, Rome writes, “ Consequently , I feel I 
can say with a greater degree of confi- 
dence that the written material attributed 
to Lee Harvey Oswold [s/c] that I have 
had the opportunity to review is consis- 
tent with the clinical picture one sees in 
individuals with this disability. ” 

Note for FREEDOM readers: Jim 
Garrison, as New Orleans district attor- 
ney, conducted an extensive and highly 
revelatory investigation of the John F. 
Kennedy assassination in 1967 and 1968. 
He is currently a judge with the State of 
Louisiana Court of Appeal. 

Ezra Pound 

Dear Editor, 

I recently became quite interested in 
Ezra Pound and your two previous let- 
ters from Yaa’qov Haramgaal and Eus- 
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tace Mullins. 

I am aware of Mr. Mullins’ expertise 
on Ezra Pound. Yes, Mr. Pound was 
guilty! Guilty of prejudice, of not re- 
searching the truth, of being insensitive 
as to how his actions affected others 
around him. As said aptly on page 280 of 
Dr. Edwin -Fuller Torrey’s recent book. 
The Roots of Treason, “Ezra Pound 
spent his last 12 years regretting his life. 

. . . Pound finally asked: ‘Do you think 
they should have shot, me?’ By 1962 
Pound was telling visitors that he had been 
‘wrong, wrong, wrong. I’ve always 
been wrong. Eighty-seven per cent wrong. 
... I’ve never recognized benevolence. 
You don’t know what it’s like to get off 
on the wrong path.’” 

It’s easy to live a lie when you believe it 
to be the truth. Hard indeed it is to take 
one’s medicine and admit, “I made a 
mistake. ” We can all learn a lesson of life 
from looking deep within our own past 
and making the necessary changes it 
takes to be an honest man. The truth, my 
friend, lies in one’s heart. Change your 
heart and you change your destiny. 

Craig B. Forney 
Cedar Park, Texas 

New Look 

Dear Editor, 

I really like FREEDOM’S new look. 
Y ou’ve been putting out some great arti- 
cles as well. 

Phil Gilbert 

Los Angeles, California 

Tax Shelters 

Dear Editor, 

I just received your March issue. The 
piece on tax shelters (“IRS Attacks Amer- 
ican Businessmen”) is very well done. 
Norman Crowhurst 
Dallas, Oregon 

Target: Lennon 

Dear Editor, 

I found the article, “Target: Lennon,” 
and the editorial, “Government by Assas- 
sination,” in the March 1986 issue of 
FREEDOM very interesting. 

Keith J. Loree 

Los Angeles, California 

(continued on page 44) 
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